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\0f  the  Evidence  of  CHRISf's  Death,  Buriali 
andRefurretfion ;  it's  Plainnefs  to  our Se fifes  &c.\ 


SERMON 

Preached  at  jBt^itttttt 

The  Sabbath  after  the  Burial   of  that 
Pious  and  Valuable  Gentlewoman, 

Mrs.  Ann  Niks, 

The  Virtuous  Confort  of  the  Reverend 

Mr.  Samuel  Nile s, 

of  that   Town. 
Who  Died    OcJoher   2$th.     1732. 
In   the  Fifty-fifth  Year  of  her  Age. 


<Cd 


By  xijomas  ^attie,  M.  A. 

Paftor  of  a  Church  of  CHRIST  in  Weymouth. 


I  Cor.  xv.  3,4.  —  -  How  that  Chriji  dyed  for  our  Sins  according 
to  the  Scriptures  ;  and  that  he  was  buriedy  and  that  he  rofe 
again  the  third  day  according  to  the  Scriptures. 

ver.  54,  55.  Death  is  fa  allowed  up  in  viftery  :  O  Death  where 
is  thy  Sting  ?     O  Grave  where  is   thy  Vi&ory  ? 


\BosTON:  Printed  by  $. ftnedana &£.<&reen>| 

M,DCC, XXXII. 


C  i  ) 

■Hi 

%  funeral  &ztmon. 


MATTH.  XXVIII.  6. 

Come  fee  the  Place  where  the  LORD  lay. 


NASMUCH  as  this  World  is  a  Place  of  Sorrow 
and  Death,  and  we  are  fo  frequently  going  to  the 
Grave,  there  to  put  and  leave  the  Bodies  of  our 
dear  Friends  and  Relatives  :  and  are  always  in 
fuch  danger  of  being  carried  and  houfed  there 
our  felves  :  It  mud  needs  be  a  careful  thing  with  us, 
and  very  much  our  defire  to  find  out  fonie  fure  Founda- 
tion of  Comfort  in  fuch  a  time  of  Darkn'efs  as  that  very 
juftly  appears  to  be.  I  therefore  addrefs  you  now  with 
the  Invitation  in  my  Text,  ---  Come  fee,  &c. 

The  Chapter  before  this  mews  us  recorded  the  black- 
eft  Tragedy  that  was  ever  acted  by  the  vile  Sons  of  a- 
poftate  Adam  ;  their  crucifying  the  Lord  of  Life  and 
Glory  :  The  refplendent  Sun  miraculoufly  withdrew  his 
Face  and  his  Light  from  beholding  that  vileft  Action  ; 
and  the  affrightned  Earth  trembled  at  the  Report  of  it. 
This  was  a  moft  difmalDay  indeed,  in  it  was  dreadfully 
feen  the  vindicative  Anger  of  God  in  the  full  extent  of  it 
difplay'd  againft  theSins  of  Men-  And  the  thirdDay  from 
thence  was  full  of  anxious  Expectation  in  all  forts  of 
People  who  waited  to  fee  if  Chrift  would  rife  again  as 
He  faid  ;  which  was  the  great  Evidence  both  of  his 
Million  as  God- Man  Mediator,  and  of  his  having  accom- 
plished the  Bufinefs  of  his  Humiliation,  as  the  Redee- 
mer of  God's  Elect.  And  it  was  then  that  the  Words 
before  us  were  uttered  by  the  Angel. 

And  about  them,  I  Note,  The  Perfons  to  whom  my 
Text  was  immediately  fpoken  :  The  Women  that  had 
diftinguifhed  themfelves  by  their  diligence  in  following 
Chrift.  As  with  the  firft  Adam,  his  unhappy  byafs  to 
Sin  was  invited  by  the  Woman,  who  was  firft  in  the 
Tranfgreffion,  and  a  moft  conquering  Tempter  :    And 

the 
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the  moft  burdenfome  and  grievous  part  of  the  Curfe,  m 
many  things,  lies  heavieft  upon   her  and   her   female 
Pofterity  on  the  account  thereof:    So  refpecting  Chrift 
the  fecond  Adam,  it  feems  that  the  moft  vigorous  and 
fteady  Followers  that  He  had  when  on  the  Earth   were 
Women  :  And  we  find  no  one  of  rhat  Sex  ever  concern- 
ed in  any  Confpiracy  againft  Him  then  !      But   in  the 
Times   of  his  greateft  Diftrefs,    and  that  of  their  moft 
apparent  Dangers  too,  when  his  own  Difciples,  and  al- 
moft  all  Men  forfook  him,  a  number  of  pious  Women 
owned  their  afflicted  Lord,  attended  at  his  Death,   and 
followed  his  Body  to  the  Grave  :     Nor  would  the  Fear 
of  rude  AfTauits  either  by  the  vile  Mob  or  paganWatch- 
men  at  fo  dark  a  feafon,  or  any   other  Dilcouragement 
hinder  their  attending  upon  him  there  ;  and  that  right 
early  !    In  thefeThings  they  played  the  Hero  more  than 
any  living  !     And  it  is  recorded  of  them  to  the  immor- 
tal Honour  of  their  Perfons,  and  of  their  Sex  too.    When 
God  indues  the  timerous  with  Heroic  Courage,  it  is  not 
in  the  power  of  Men  or  Devils  to  difmay  them. 

See  here  the  conquering  Influence  of  Sovereign  Grace 
in  the  New  Covenant  I    When    the    Happinefs  of  Man 
was  trufted  in  the  Hands  of  a  mere  Man,  tho'  much  the 
fitteft  on  many  accounts,  that  ever  was  or  will   be,   to 
have  done  well  in  that  Bufinefs  ;    The  fame  Inftrument 
that  eafily  deftroyed  his  Integrity,  appears  moft  forward 
in  holy  Obedience  now  when  our  Help  is  laid  upon  an 
Almighty  Saviour.     For  befides  the  indifputable  Inftan- 
cts  before  mentioned,  a  cor.ftant  obfervation  by  the  ex- 
ternal figns  of    Piety  difcovers  that  Women  make  up 
the  greateft  part  of  HisFollowers  ftill.     How  marvellous 
a  Recompence  is  this  for  the  heavieft  part  of  the  Curfe 
which  they  bear  in  this  Life  ?    Chrift  will  countenance 
and  reward  them  according  to  their  labour  of  Love   to 
Him.     It  was  to  the  bleiTtd  Women  that  vifited  the  Se- 
pulchre in  the  early  Morning  of  that   happy  Day  that 
the  favourite    Angel   address   —  I  know  that  ye  Jeek 
Jefus  that  was  crucified .   Hi  is  not  here  for  he  is  rifen  as 
be  [aid  :    Come  fee  the  cPlace  where  the  Lord  lay.     He 
feems  rejoyced  to  cell  them  the  good  News  of  their  Sa- 
viours 
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viours  Refurre&ion  ;  and  doth  it  with  the  moft  careful 
PJainnefs  and  in  the  molt  human  familiar  &  fatisfactory 
Manner  :  He  afTures  them  that  the  Thing  is  true  and  in- 
vites them  to  fearch  it  out  by  the  moft  rational  and  con- 
cludingMeans  :  Come  fee  —  let  yourEyes,your  Senfes  and 
in  this  Way  your  Reafon  &  Faith  be  aflured  of  the|Faclr. 
In  the  Words  with  this  Note  of  Relation  to  the  Con- 
text I  tranlientiy  obferve  the  firil  Doctrine. 

DOCT.  I-  Vbat  the  earlier  and   more  carefully  any 
feek  after  CHRIST  the  more  likely  they  are  to  obtain  the 
plainefi  Evidence  both  of  the  ¥ruth  of  his  Religion  and  of 
their  Interefi  in  his  Favour. 

This  is  evident  from  Scripture  Ingagements,  Reafon 
and  Experience. 

That  is  a  blefled  Promife  in  Pro  v.  8.  17.  Hove  them 
that  love  me,  and  thofe  that  feek  me  early  pall  find  me. 

And  as  in  the  common  Affairs  of  Men  they  ordinari- 
ly obtain,  at  leaftin  iome  Proportion  according  to  their 
Diligence  and  regular  Application  to  what  they  feek: (a) 
So  in  fpiritual  Things  God  ever  condefcends  to  deal 
with  Men  in  a  human  Way,  by  engaging  their  Powers 
to  feek  rationally  —  in  order  to  his  following  faving 
Grace,  (b) 

And  the  Doctrine  is  experimentally  confirmed  by  the 
Examples  in  my  Text  and  the  following  Verfes.  Thofe 
Women  thaf  had  diftinguifhed  themfelves  by  following 
after  Chrift  hath  thefirftNewsofhisRefurrecTrion  brought 
them  by  the  Angel.  And  Chrift  himfelf  appeared  to 
them  once  and  again  that  Morning  before  he  fhewed 
himfelf  to  any  elfe.  (c) 

I.  Hence,  We  learn  a  Reafon  why  fo  many  are  yet 
in  their  Sins  and  have  no  Interefi:  in  Chrifl: :  It  is  be- 
cause they  will  not  continue  in  a  diligent  feeking  aftey 
him.  Chrift  fays,  (d)  And  ye  will  not  come  to  me  that  ye 
might  have  life. 

II.  Hence,  We  learn  a  Reafon  why  fo  many  Chrift  i- 

(tf)Prov.  x,4.   xii.  24.  xxii.  29.  (&)Phil.ii.  12,  13.  Ifawxlvi.S  . 
00  J°hn  xx.  17;  compare  with  Mat.  xxviii.  9.  00  Joh  v.  40. 

ans 
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ans^are  in  the  dark  about  the  Evidences  of  Chrift's  Love 
to  them  :  It  is  often  beeaufe  they  are  grown  negligent 
in  the  Duties  of  ftricT:  Piety.  2  Cor.  9.  6.  —  He  wbicb 
foweth  fparingly  ftmll  reap  alfo  fparingly  :  And  he  which 
jmmth  bountifully  flail  reap  alfo  bountifully.  But  I  may 
only  touch  on  this  Doctrine  as  I  pafs  to  thofe  which  I 
chiefly  aim  at  in  my  Text.     Viz. 

DOCT.  II.  That  the.  Evidence  of  CHRIST'S  Death, 
Burial  and  Refurredtion  is  fuch  as  lyes  plainly  before  our 
Senfes  as  well  as  Reafon  and  Faith,  and  ftrongly  proves 
the  Facts  to  us  in  Methods  of  our  own  continual.  Prac- 
tice, and  fuch  as  all  Mankind  would  choofe. 

DOCT.  Ill  That  by  this  Plainnefs  of  the  Evidence 
of  CHRrSTs  Death,  Burial  and  Refurre&ion,  the  Chil- 
dren of  GOD  have  the  Foundation  of  all  pofRble  Con- 
folation  inDeath ;  moil  naturally,  fenflbly  and  familiarly 
applied  to  them. 

DOCT.  IV.  That  by  this  Sort  and  Plainnefs  of  Evi- 
dence, the  glorious  Redeemer  has  infinitely  recommend- 
ed both  the  Excellency  of  .his  Religion  above  any  elfe, 
and  alfo  his  tender  Companion  for  thofe  whom  he  re- 
prefcnted  in  thus  taking  trom  them  all  Room  of  Doubt- 
ing about  thefe  effcntial  Articles. 

DOCT-  IT   That  the  Evidence  of  CHRISf's  Death, 

Burial  and  Reftirrcclicn,  are  fuch  as  lye  plainly  before  our 

Sf  nfes  as  well  as  Reafon  and  Faith,  and  Jhongly  prove  the 

Faffs  to  us  in  Methods  of  cur  oztn  continual  'Pracltce,  and 

fuch  as  all  Mankind  would  choofe. 

And  here  I  propofe  it  to  be  an  indifputable  Rule  of 
Tryal  in  fuch  Cafes  :  That  our  Senfes  are  the  proper 
Judges  of  feniible  Fads  :  And  that  when  thefe  Facts 
are  offered  plain  and  unmasked  to  the  free  and  open 
Examination  of  our  Senfes,  we  are  then  ordinarily  able  to 
difcovcr  die  certainty  of  them  beyond  difpute  or  objection. 
What  I  plainly  fee  and  freely  handle,  I  am  fure  to  be 
real  and  pre  fen  t  with  me» 

And  now,  let  us  confider  the  fenfible  plainnefs  of  the 
Evidence,  1.  Of  CHRISTY  Death.  2.  Of  his  Burial,- 
And,  3.  Of  His  Refurre&ioa.     An.d  refoe&ing  tljem, 
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J  olferve, 
•  That  the  Tims  when  they  were  acted  was  at  the  great 
Feafl  of  the  'Pajfbver  when  ail  the  Males  of  the  Tribes 
of  Ifrael  came  to  Jerufalem  to  Worfhip;  wherehy  there 
was  a  prodigious  Concourfe  of  People,    not  only  the 
Jews  from  all  their  Cities  and  the  Strangers  that  were 
profelyted  or  deiired  fo  to  be   :      But   no  doubt    great 
Multitudes  of  Strangers,  it  may  be  from  almoft  all  the 
Nations  underHeaven  came  then  to  Jerufalem  on  fo  great, 
famous  &  fplendid  an  Occafion  as  that  of  the  Paffover. 
And  that  it  was  in  the  prefence  and  under  the  dili? 
gent  obfervation  and  exact  fcrutiny  of  this  mixed  and 
innumerable  Multitude  (To  many  of  them  as  would  con- 
cern themfelves  about  it)  that  Chrjft  2)ied$  was  2?tirietf9 
and  Arofe  again. 

I  could  not  pretend  a  plenary  Illuftration  of  thefe 
great  Articles  in  the  narrow  compafs  of  one  Sermon  : 
Nor  fhall  I  now  undertake  that  Task  ;  but  only  fhew 
of  what  Kind  the  Evidence  of  thefe  Things  is  ;  how  ex- 
cellently they  are  offered  toourSenfes,and  therefore  moil 
ftrongly  to  our  Reafon  and  Faith  !  And  this  I  mufi  do 
with  more  Brevity  than  can  be  obtained  without  fome 
injury  to  the  illyftrioqs  plainnefs  pf  the  Arguments. 

And  fo, 
I.  -  Of  CHRISES  peath.  He  was  not  murdered 
in  a  corner,  or  in  the  dark,  as  might  have  been  expected 
from  the  rage  and  injuftice  of  his  hardned  Enemies,  and 
the  malicious  crafty  deflgns  of  Satan  againft  Mankind  : 
No,  Providence  mercifully  contrived  a  better  guard  tQ 
the  Evidence  of  this  greateft  Article  :  After  his  poti- 
demnation  he  was  carried  forth  through  the  Streets  of  Je- 
rufalem, in  the  Day  time,  to  Gdgorba,  a  ycry  publick 
Place  without  the  City3then  appointed  for  his  Execution,, 
with  the  two  Malefactors  :  And  there  he  was  nailed  to 
the  Cro fs,  and  fet  up  between  phofe  two  Thieves  before 
the  vail  and  mixed  Multitudes  of  People  that  pbferved* 

And  that  He  really  died  on  the  Crofs  was  diligently 
Cearchcd  into,  and  amply  teftified  by  all  forts  of  People. 
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§  The  malicious  Jews  fought  to  have  hisLegs  broken 
to  batten  his  Death,  that  he  might  he  buried  before  the 
next  Day  which  was  the  Sabbath,  and  an  high  Day,  be- 
cauie  it  fell  in  with  the  P;.ff>ver  :  And  when  order  was 
given  to  the  Soldiers  to  put  this  in  Execution  they  found 
that  he  was  already  dead,  and  therefore  there  was  no  need 
of  it. 

'And  that  Chrift  dyed  thus  fuddenly  was  very  much 
wondred  at  :  For  the  loud  Voice  he  hadjuft  uttered  con- 
vinced them  that  hisLife  was  then  whole  in  him  :  And 
how  this  mould  be  at  the  very  inftant  of  his  dying  they 
could  not  fee  :  And  therefore  upon  the  Soldiers  affirming 
that  he  was  dead,  no  doubt  the  Jews  made  the  moll  di- 
ligent Search  according  to  their  faired:  opportunity,  and 
known  malicious  hatred  of  him,  to  fee  if  it  were  really 
fo  :  And  if  it  had  not,  they  or  fome  one  elfe  of  the  ob- 
ferving  Multitude  would  have  difcerned  and  difcovered 
the  figns  of  the  contrary. 

§.  And  with  a  defign  to  make  it  mod  fure,  a  Soldier 
thruft  a  Spear  fo  far  into  his  fide  as  to  pierce  his  Heart,or 
at  leaffc  to  let  out  his  Hearth  Blood,zs  the  meaning  of  that 
Phrafe-  is,  and  there  came  out  Blood  and  Water,  which  was 
a  mo  ft  infallible  token  of  his  dying  inftantiy  if  nothing 
had  ailed  him  before  :  And  ^o  it  was  th-n  plainly  under- 
ftood  by  the  Standers-by,  who  on  all  fides  confented  up- 
on it,  that  he  was  really  dead,     (c.) 

(r.)  It  is  very  certain  that  the  Soldier  did  then  thruft  the  Spear 
fo  far  as  to  cut  the  Ph'kardmm,  or  th'rn  Skin  about  the  Heart, 
vulgarly  called  the  Heart  Skin,  whole  Office  is  to  contain  a 
quantity  of  Water  :  And  the  skilful  inform  us;  as  the  con- 
stant obfervation  of  thole  that  mind  the  bleeding  of  inch  Crea- 
tures as  are  killed  by  flicking  or  ftabbing  confirms,  that  a 
Ferfbn  or  any  other  Creature  molt  fuddenly  dies  when  that  is 
let  out :  And  no  dcubt  the  Holv  Ghoft  alludes  to  this  known 
and  common  Obfervation  and  Rule,  or  why  doth  He  record  of 
that  Wound,  that  there  came,  cut  Bleed  and  Water  ?  And  it  is 
mod  evident  that  all  the  Beholders  did  then  underftand  it  fo  ; 
by  their  concluding  and  acting  upon  it,  that  he  was  certainly 
dead,  becaufe  they  law  tiie  Bhod  and  Water  come  out  ',  or  the 
Heart's-  Bleed,  as  that  Fluid  is  vulgarly  called. 

§  Ant} 
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§  And  the  Apoftle  John  who  was  an  Eye  Witnefsto 
all  this,  affirms  the  Truth  o(  it  for  the  confirmation  of 
our  Faith.     Job.   19.  31,  to  35. 

II.  ---  Of  his  Burial.  This  was  alfo  performed  in  the 
Day  time,  for  the  fume  reafon  why  the  Jews  haftnedhis 
Death  :  And  the  Solemnity  was  very  publick  in  the 
fight  of  all  that  would  obferve  it  :  And  very  uncommon 
from  the  circumstances  and  honour  of  fome  that  attend- 
ed on  it,  and  therefore  no  doubt  the  more  noticed.  An 
honourable  Counfeller  appeared  to  beg  the  dead  Body, 
of  the  Judge  that  had  condemned  him,  who  had  there- 
fore the  right  of  difpofing  of  it.  And  it  was  laid  out  in 
decent  manner,  and  put  into  a  Tomb. 

And  this  Facl:  was  performed  by  the  pious  Friends  of 
Chrift  ;  The  Truth  of  it  freely  obferved  by  the  malicious 
Carping  Jews ;  contented  to  by  the  Roman  Soldiers  j  and 
objected  againft  by  none. 

III.  Of  the  fenfible  plalnmfs  of  the  Evidence  of 
CHRIST'S  Refurreftion.  And  this  arifes  partly  from  the 
Circumftances  of  his  Burial  and  Riling  again  as  they  re- 
late to  each  other  and  render  the  latter  moil:  evidently 
certain  :  and  partly  from  the  very  plain  difcovery  of  his 
Refurre&ion  that  was  made  afterwards.       And 

1.  Of  the  Circumftances  of  his  "Burial  and  rifng  again, 
as  they  combine  together  and  relate  to  the  plain  certainty  of 
his  Refurretlion.     And  there  are  feveral  great  Wonders 
of  Providence  very  obfervable  here. 

The  Tomb  in  which  he  was  laid  was  a  new  one  which 
no  Perfon  had  ever  been  laid  in  :  And  therefore  there 
could  be  no  difpute  whether  it  were  Chrift's  Body  or  a- 
nother  that  was  gone  when  Hearofe  :  And  it  was  hewn 
out  of  a  Rock,  there  could  therefore  be  no  pofTibility  of 
taking  away  the  Body  of  Chrift  by  fome  privateAvenue 
to  the  Tomb  under  Ground,  or  by  any  other  Entrance 
into  i|  but  by  the  Mouth. 

And  there  was  a  great  Stone  laid  on  the  mouth  of  the 
Tomb  ;  and  the  whole  Affair  fe cured  with  all  poffible 
Care  and  Strength. 

B  a  The 
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The  Storic  was  fealed  and  a  Band  of  Soldiers  fet  to 
guard  it  continually  :  And  all  this  caution  wasufed  by 
the  Government  at  the  motion  and  requeft  of  the  Jews 
ahd  under  their  infpection  :  And  for  this  very  end  that 
they  might  certainly  know  if  he  did  arife  according  to 
His  own  Prediction  of  Himfelf. 

,And  accordingly  what  they  then  did  they  thought 
fufficierk  for  plainer!  Demonllration  :  So  that  when  he 
did  arife  We  don't  'find  any  one  of  them  objecting  a- 
gaihft  the  Truth  of  it  ;  tho'  they  contrived  fomething 
as  FoolifJi  as  it  was  falfe  to  put  into  the  mouth  of  the 
Guard  that  they  might  amufe  the  People,  and  make  fome 
ekciife  for  the  continuance  of  their  own  prejudice  againft 
Hirh.  Mat.  28.  13,  Say  ye,  his  2)ifciples  came  by  night 
and  JMe  him  away  'while  we-Jte$t. 

THUS  we  fee  the  Redeemer  ftrbngly  guarded  in  his 
Tomb*  beyond  the  force  or  policy  of  any  human  Power 
or  Craft  to  take  him  away  undifcovered.  Let  us  thence 
obftrve  the  manner  in  which  the  reality  of  his  Refur- 
rection  is  evident  to  us. 

And  it  is  very  admirable  that  the  Watchmen  who 
were  doubtlefs  Heathen^  Roman  Soldiers  publifh  this 
matters  how  that  there  was  a  great  Earthquake,  and  an 
Angel  came  down  and  rolled  away  the  Stone  from  the 
Door  of  the  Sepulchre*  and  they  were  frighted  at  his 
Pretence  into  a  fit  of  amazing  horror,  and  became  as 
dead  Men;  and  at  this  juncture  the  dead  Body  which 
they  watched  arofe  out  of  the  Sepulchre  and  was  gone. 
Mat,  28.  II. 

And  the  favourite  Angel  who  came  from  Heaven  on 
the  glorious  Errand  to  attend  the  rifing  Mediator  teftified 
to  the  VVomen >  Mat.  28.  6  He  is  not  here,  be  is  rifen  as 

he  J aid And  invited  them  to  receive  the  plaineft  fen- 

fible  Evidence  of  it  —  Come  fee  the  <Place  "where  the  Lord 
lay.  It  was  as  much  as  to  fay,  You  know  that  He  was 
Really  put  here  5  and  that  all  the  moil  likely  means  thac 
were  in  the  power  of  human  Prudence  and  deflgning 
prafty  Malice  too,  were  ufed  to  keep  him  from  being 
conveyed  hciice  j  for  the  Civil  and  geclcfiaftical  Go- 
vernment-, 
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vernmenr,  and  alfo  the  vile  Mob  combined  together  in 
thefe  careful  Eftefts,  and  yet  He  is  gone  as  He  faid, 
Come  Ice  if  his  Place  is  not  empty. 

And  now  I  confider, 
2.  if  he  mofl  plain  cJDif cover y  that  was  afterwards  made 
To  our  Se  tifes,  of  the  certainty  of  CHRIST9 s  Refurretlion. 
He  appeared  to  Mary  Magdalen  and  talked  with  her 
prefcntly  after  He  aiofe,even  before  He  had  afcended  to 
the  Father,  (d)  And  again  the  fame  Morning  He  allowed 
leveral  Women  to  come  nigh  and  talk  with  him,  and 
handle  his  Feet,  (e)  And  the  fame  Day  at  Evening  He 
came  to  His  Difciples  and  invited  them  to  examine  the 
matter,  fhewing  them  his  Feet  and  his  Side,  (f)  that  it 
was  really  He,  and  could  not  be  either  another  Perfon 
or  a  Spirit.  And  when  one  Difciple,  being  then  abfent 
was  beyond  meafure  fcrupulous  about  the  plain  Truth 
of  this  great  Fact,  Chrifl  came  to  him,  and  bid  him  come 
and  make  the  moft  diligent  fearch  that  was  poffible,  by 
putting  his  Finger  into  the  holes  in  his  Hands  that  they 
had  feen  made  by  the  Nails  on  the  Crofs,  and  thrufting 
his  Hand  into  the  hole  in  his  Side  that  was  likewife  made 
at  that  time  by  the  Spear,  Job  20.  24,  to  27.  And  from 
that  time  He  converfed  familiarly  with  them  fo  long  that 
it  was  humanly  impofiible  they  fhould  be  deceived, 
Aft.  1.  5.  T'o  whom  alfo  hefteived  himfelf  alive  after  his 
*Paffionyby  many  infallible  cProofs,  being  feen  of  them  forty 
days,  and  freaking  of  the  things  pertaining  to  the  kingdom 
of  God. 

THUS  I  have  mewn  concerning  the  Evidence  which 
we  have  of  the  certainty  of  Chrilt's  Refurreftion,  i.e.  of 
what  Kind  it  was  ;  That  there  was  no  part  of  it  doubtful 
and  obfeure  ;  but  all  was  plain  to  human  reafon  and 
fenfe;  and  mofl  critically  examined  thereby  :  And  there- 
fore that  it  demon (irates  beyond  objection.  It  is  the  bell: 
kind  of  Evidence  ;hat  can  poitibly  be  had  of  fenflble 
Things,  and  what  we  and  all   Men  ever    defire  in  fuch 

00  Joh.  xx,  17.  (f)  Mat,  xxviii.  9.     (/)  Joh.  xx.  20. 

Cafes, 
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Cafes,  and  are  fatisfyed  with  when  it  is  fairly  ottered  ; 
and  what  every  wife  Perfon  would  have  chofen  in  that 
particular  Cafe  if  he  had  had  the  Opportunity.  The 
Apoftle  fpeaks  of  it  as  a  moft  conquering  teftimony  of 
the  genuine  plainnefs  and  certainty  of  Chrift's  Incarna- 
tion, who  was  the  Son  of  God,  i  Joh  1  r.  'That  which 
w> as  from  the  beginning  -which  we  have  hear  A  t  which  we 
have  feen  with  our  eyes,  which  we  have  lookeA  upon  and  our 
hands  have  handled  of  the  word  of  life,  q  d  No  man 
can  poffibly  difpute  or  qu-  fiio'n  the  reality  of  that  fenfi- 
ble  Object  which  he  hears,  lets  plainly,  and  critically 
examines  by  looking  upon  and  viewing  it  and  handling 
it  with  his  Hands  :  An<  •  after  this  mann^r^we  converfed 
with  the  Son  of  God,  when  He  was  imde  flefh.  And 
this  Argument  may  be  ufed  with  as  much  conquering 
force  when  applied  to  the  matter  of  Chrift's  Death,  Bu- 
rial or  Refurrection. 

DOCT.  IIL  That  by  this  plainnefs  of  the  Evidence  of 
CHRIST s  Death,  Burial  and  RefurreBion,  the  Children 
of  God  have  the  Foundation  of  all  poffible  Confutation  in 
Death  moft  naturally,  feebly  and  familiarly  apply ed  to 
them. 

The  Pofterity  of  the  firft  Adam  by  finning  in  him 
merited  Death  in  all  the  dreadful  Kinds  and  Forms  of 
it,  and  there  is  no  way  of  taking  off  or  moderating  the 
leaft  Tote  of  that  heavieft  Curie  in  the  firft  Covenant, 
but  ail  who  die  under  that  Difpenfation,  mull  eternally 
bear  it. 

But  the  Pofterity  of  the  Redeemer,  who  was  the  fe-" 
cond  Adam,  are  freed  from  all  the  fpiritual  and  eternal 
evils  of  that  Death,  and  have  the  ftrongeft  AfTurance 
of  the  beft  Support  and  Comfort  under  the  natural  Evil 
of  it,  by  the  Rjghteoufnefs  and  Merits  of  His  Life  and 
Death.  For  it  is  thereby  that  He  as  their  Head  &  Surety 
purchafed  thefe  infinite  Biefiiogs  for  them. 

And  all  this  is  moft  plainly  evidenced  by  His  Refur- 
rection,  for  that  was  the  grand  and  fore-determined 
and  difcovered  Teft  both  of  the  Certainty  of  HisMiffioh 
as  God-Mas^Mediaccr,  and  of  the  compleat  and  fatis- 

faftory 
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factory  Accomplishment  of  his  Mcdiarorfal  Work,    for 
thofe   whom  He  reprefented-      Rom.  4    25.    &  1  Cor. 

And  from  this  moil  evident  Certainty  to  Believers  of 
(Thrift's  Refurrection  they  are  molt  familiarly  invited  to 
the  richeft  Banquet  of  Plcafure  &  Confutation,  even  when 
their  own  Death,  (  Oh  J  that  amazing  Theme  ordina- 
rily, )  is  the  Subject  of  their  deep  Thoughtfulnefs. 
Hof.  13,  14.  I  will  ranfom  them  from  the  power  of  the 
Gr  roe  :  I  will  redeem  them  from  2)eath,   &c.     1  Cor. 

3>o4>  5  5- 

Here  confider  Three  Things, 

t.  "That  CHRIS?  by  Ifiu  Death,  lying  dead  in  the 
Grave,  and  rifing  again,  hath  mrft  glorioujly  conquered 
Death, -and  wonderfully  t^ken  away  the  horror  of  the 
Grave  for  Believers.  Death,  that  mighty  Conqueror 
was  to  be  encountred  by  the  Redeemer  in  the  room  and 
ftead  of  the  Elect  And  in  obtaining  and  difcovering 
the  moll:  generous  emphaticai  and  glorious  Conquer!  oT 
Death,  He  feeks  no  ftratagem  or  advantage  ;  but  fub- 
mits  Himfelf  to  the  power  of  it  for  a  time.  So  fome 
brave  and  generous  Heroes  have  flighted  all  advantage 
of  their  Enemies,  and  met  them  at  equal  Terms  on  all 
accounts,  that  fo  the  ftrengch  and  bravery  of  each  Army 
or  contending  Party  might  fairly  appear.  Chrifl  fub- 
mitted  Himfelf  to  Death  and  to  lye  dead  and  in  the 
Grave,  fo  long  that  it  might  be  certainly  known  that  he 
was  really  dead  :  So  then  the  ftri.fe  was  not  whether 
Dearh  was  able  to  Hay  Him,  for  he  had  Himfelf  given 
up  his  Life  to  this  Deftroyer,  and  his  Body  to  theGrave: 
But  whether  it  were  able  to  maintain  a  Conqueft  over 
Him  who  was  already  dead,  by  holding  Him  in  that 
ilare  :  And  this  it  could  not  ;  Chrifl:  difcovered  it  by 
breaking  the  bands  of  Death  and  the  Grave,  and  railing 
Himfelf  up  to  a  new  and  giurious  Life.  Joh.  10.  17, 18. 
and  Rom.  1.  4. 

And  I  fuppofe  that  it  is  this  moil  aftonifhing  fub- 
jection.of  Himfelf  to  tinis  power  oi  Death  and  ftate  of 
t.e  Dead  that  our  Creed  intends  when  it  fays  of  Chrift, 
^fbat  He  dtfcended  into  Hell,    And  like  wife  that  in  Tfal. 

l6L  IQ, 
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16.  ic.  For  thou  wilt  not  leave  my  Soul  in  Hell.  Which 
is  applied  to  Chrili,  in  j43.i.$i-  For  the  Hebrew  word 
<Sheol,  which  is  there  ufed,  doth  fignify  both  Hell  and 
the  fiats  of  the  Dead. 

Not  that    the  dead  Body    of    Chrift    heing  actually 
laid  in  the  Grave  and  abiding  there  for   fo  long  a  time 
as   it  did,  was   any   neceilary  part  of  His   Mediatorial 
Work  for  the  Elccl:;    for  it  was  His  dying  that  finifhed 
that  Work*    But  His  being  put  into  the  Grave  and  con- 
tinuing fo  long  in  that  ftate  of  the  Dead  was,  I  fuppofe, 
an  a&  of  God's  condefcending  favour  to  deal  with  Men 
according  to  their  Capacity  and  after  their  own  Manner. 
For  thereby  the  certainty  of  His  Death  and  Refurrection 
is  rendred  moft  plain  and  familiar  to   our  Senfes  ;    and 
moft  illuitrioufly  convincing  ro  all  Beholders.     And  the 
aftonifhing  Depth  of  his  Humiliation  is  moft  wonderfully 
prefented  to  our  View  !    Whereas  if    Chrift  had    very 
foon  rifen  again,  tho5  He  was   really   dead  ;    yet   fome 
might  poffibly  fay  that  He   was  only  in   a  Swoon  and 
dyed  not  at  all. 

And  the  frightful  Confinement  of  the  roting  Grave 
would  have  wanted  that  honourable  Gueft,  whofe  happy 
Prefence  has  now  peifumed  and  beautifyed  it,  and  made 
it  an  eafy  inviting  and  delightful  Retirement. 

2.  That  CHRIST,  by  his  union  to  the  dead  Bodies 
and  Duft  of  Believers,  doth  virtually  lie  with  them.in  the 
Grave,  and  will  preferve  them  to  the  Refurrettion. 
1  Cor.  6.  15.  Know  ye  not  that  your  Bodies  are  the  Mem- 
bers of  Chrifi.  And  iTheiT.  4  14  Them  alfo  which Jleep 
in  JESUS  will  GOD  bring  with  him. 

3.  That  CHRIS f's  fifing  from  the  Dead  by  IBs  own 
^Poweryand  as  cur  Head  and  Surety  gives  us  a  mofi  certain 
Argument  both  of  his  Fitnefs  to  rai/e  us  up  to  Eternal 
Life  at  the  lafi  Day,  and  of  the  infallible  Certainty  of 
his  doing  it  then.  1  Cor.  15.  20-  Joh-  10.  18.  And  the 
dead  Bodies  of  the  Saints  that  ar.ofe  with  Him  are  a  fore- 
tafte  of  that  glorious  Action. 

It  would  now  be  a  moil  pleafant  Exercife  to  inlarge 
on  thefe  Heads,*  and  even  to  dwell  on  the  Co  isolation 
which  Believers  have  in  the  Death  of  their  friends  which 

dye 
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dye  in  the  Lord,  and  in  their  own  Death  ;  from  this, 
Argument,  that  Chrifr.  who  is  the  J.oid  of  Life  dyedancj 
lay  in  the  Grave  before  them  ;  and  by  His  Covenant 
Prefence  with  them  even  in  the  Grave,  He  will  preferve 
and  raife  them  up  to  a  new  Life.  But  1  muft  difmif$ 
the  delightful  happy  Subject  to  puriue  the  Doctrines  ( 
propofed  in  this  Sermon. 

DOCT.  IV.  That  by  this  Sort  and  Tlabwcfs  of  Evi- 
dence -—  "The  glorious  Redeemer  has  infinitely  recommended 
both  the  Excellency  of  His  Religion  above  any  elfe,  and 
a\fo  His  tender  Companion  for  thofe  whom  He  rcprefemed 
in  thus  taking  from  them  all  room  of  doubting  about  thefe 
effential  Articles, 

Even  the  true  Religion  was  never  before  adorned  and 
beautifyed  with  fuch  refplendent  Evidence  and  victori- 
ous Plainnefs  refpecting  its  Truth  and  Certainty.    What 
perplexing  frequent  darknefs  and  anxiety  of  Soul  re- 
specting their  believing  in  Chrift  apd  retting  on  Him.  foe 
Salvation,  muft  needs  be  thought  to  have  attended  the 
Saints  under  the  Old  Teftament  Difpe  nfatipn,  while  they 
beheld  the  MdTiah  thro5  dark  Types  and  figures,    the 
myftical  fenfe  whereof,  how  hard  was  it  to  underftand 
clearly  ?     As  the  bloody  Sacrifices,  the  ^?ajfover,  &  Bra- 
zen Serpent  :  And  yet  thefe  were  the  melt  direct,evidenc 
and  plain,  if  we  compare  them  with  the  Tabernacle,  it$ 
Parts,  Structure,  Services  and  VVorjJiip  :   And  especially 
if  we  compare  them  with  the  various  difficult   and  bur? 
denfome  Kites  of  the  ceremonial  Law  ;  which  being  ty- 
pical, had  their  Accompliihment  inChrift  :  And  yethovy 
obfeure  are  they  to  us  even   now,  tho?  viewed   in  the 
Rays  of  our  Light,  and  with  what  dimnefs  of  fight  and 
bafnfal  fjlence  are  we  obliged  with  Modcfty  to  guefs  a| 
and  admire  what  was  the  religious  defign  and  ufeof  fome 
of  them,    or  at  leaft  how   thofe   religious  £nd$  were 
likely  to  be  ferved  by  them  ? 

And  how  utterly  void  of  this  plain  Demonstration  of 
jthe  certainty  of  them  are  the  falfc  Religions,  by  whip!? 
fo  great  a  Fait  of  the  dark  and  miserable  \Vorld  arc  car- 
?k$  away  to  their  own  undoing  ?      How  dreadful  a 

G  Coay«lf}oji 
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Convulfion  and  Agony  has  attended  the  Eaftern  Mo- 
narchys  fan  aptrefcmblance  of  their  Epileptick  'Prophet 
and  Impoftor  )  while  the  fond  Votaries  of  Mahomet  per- 
fwade,  inlighten  and  convince  the  Mind  and  Confcience 
of  Men  by  mafteriy  Evidence  and  Demonstration  hurled 
about  at  the  deadly  Point  of  their  victorious  Swords,and 
moft  powerful  Light  and  Energy,  thundred  forth  by  the 
mouth  of  their  dreadful  Engines  of  Cruelty  and  War? 

But  with  what  face  will  the  Church  of  Rome  applaud 
the  infinite  VVifdom  and  Kindnefs  of  the  Mediator  in 
this  great  Article,  while  fhe  infifts  upon  Men's  receiving 
her  Doctrines  on  the  fole  Evidence,  either  of  her  bare 
Word,  which  is  dark  or  apparently  falfe  to  them  ;  or 
of  the  Whips,  Racks  and  Gibbets  that  attend  the  Sen- 
tence of  her  religious  Court,which  make  theAparrments 
of  that  dreadful  Tribunal  like  the  Caves  of  infernal 
Darknefs  and  Mifery  :  Or  at  beft  of  her  twilight  and 
dusky  Miracles,  that  will  bear  neither  the  Light  of  the 
Sun,  or  any  kind  of  free  Examination  by  our  Senfes  ? 
How  is  the  ufe  of  our  Reafon  and  Senfes  baffled  then 
and  thrown  away  ?  And  what  will  become  of  their  fo- 
lid  Peace  and  Comfort  who  are  forced  to  believe  as  an 
Article  of  their  Religion,  that  which  they  certainly 
know  is  not  true  ?  And  what  will  any  one,  out  of  the 
reach  of  her  Torments  fay  of  the  Church  that  plainly 
doth  all  this,  while  me  forces  her  Doctrines,  as  of  Tran- 
fubftantiation,&c.  upon  all  who  have  not  ftrength  e- 
nough  to  fhut  their  Mouth  againft  that  moft  unreasona- 
ble Potion  ?  They  who  fee  with  their  Eyes,  look  upon, 
handle  and  eat,  what  all  their  Senfes  know  to  be  Bread, 
and  yet  are  obliged  to  believe  that  it  is  the  real  Body  of 
Chriit,  into  what  Species  of  Creatures  are  they  deprefTcd  ? 

That  the  moft  important  and  fpiritual  Truths  and 
Practices  of  Religion  mould  be  decided  by  a  Battle,  or 
inforced  by  a  Rack  or  Gibbet  ;  how  irrational  and  un- 
profitable is  it!  And  how  ungodly  ! 

Chrjft  abhors  to  treat  Men  fo.  This  is  the  Language 
both  of  Chrift  and  all  HIS  Mcffengers,  Come  fee  —  Text. 
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Behold--Handle-l(g)  Search  the  Scriftufe  --  (h)  She-zv 
your  J  elves  Men  (i)  And  the  like.  And  the  Holy 
Gholt  puts  us  in  mind  of  our  exceeding  great  Advantage 
in  this  particular,  1  Joh.  1.  1.  ---  Which  nve  have  heard, 
nvhich  nve  have  feen  nvith  cur  Eyes,  ivlich  ive  have  look- 
ed upon,  and  our  Hands  have  handled  of  the  Word  of  Life. 

And  for  the  APPLICATION  of  thefc  blefTcd 
Doctrines  of  our  Holy  Religion, 

I.  Let  us  admire  the  Love  of  Chrift,  that  He  fo  hum- 
bled Himfelf  unto  Death  and  the  Grave  for  us  ]  Oh  ! 
aftoniihing  Love  !  Can  our  ftupid  Souls  be  unaffected 
with  it  ? 

II,  Hence,  How  effectually  did  Chrift  fmifh  the  molt 
difficult  Work  of  His  humble  State  here,  when  He  fub- 
jected  Himfelf  to  Death  and  the  Grave  ?  Oh  !  the  ad- 
mirable Depth  of  His  Humiliation  !  And  with  what 
open  Fairnefs  and  Honour  did  He  arife  as  our  Surety  > 
And  how  glorioufly  as  a  Divine  as  well  as  Human 
Perfon  ? 

As  among  Men,  when  a  Debtor,  whether  Principal  or 
Surety  is  fhut  up  in  Prifon,  we  think  his  Freedom  moil 
regularly  and  honourably  obtained  when  anOfHcerof  that 
Court  which  confined  him  is  fent  to  publifh  his  Liberty.; 
So  here,  it  was  as  the  Surety  for  Man  that  Chrift  appear- 
ed refponding  to  and  fulfilling  the  Sentence  of  Divine 
Juftice  for  Sin,  when  he  fubjected  Himfelf  to  the  afflict- 
ed State  of  his  Humiliation,  and  at  laft  to  be  caft  into  and 
fhut  up  in  the  Prifon  or  Confinement  of  Death  and  the 
Grave,  from  whence  He  would  not  come  till  the  Debt 
were  difcharged,  and  utmoft  Rigour  of  the  Sentence 
fulfilled.  But  when  that  was  done  by  His  Death,  and 
the  gracious  Defigns  of  evidencing  this,  by  His  lying  a 
fuitable  time  in  the  Grave  were  anfwered  :  When  the 
whole  Work  and  Term  of  his  Humiliation  were  accom- 
plifhed ;  a  glorious  Officer  was  fent  from  the  Court  of 

(g)  Luke  24.  39.    (ft)  Joh.  5.  39.    (0  Ifai,  46*.  8, 
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Heaven  to  open  the  Door  and  difc<*ver  the  Prifoner's 
Liberty  :  And  he  did  this  in  a  manner  becoming  the 
moft  fplcndid  Majcfty  and  univerfal  Authority  of  that 
Court  that  fent  Him.  And  behold  there  was  a  great 
Earthquake  :  For  the  Angel  of  the  Lord  defended  from 
Heaven,  and  came  and  rolled  back  the  (lone  from  the  ZDoor, 
&&  (k)  As  in  human  Courts  the  Prifoner's  Freedom  is 
proclaimed  by  the  fhril  Voice  of  the  Oyer  :  So  here  the 
moll:  publick  Notice  was  given,  and  in  auguft  and  ter- 
frible  manner !  Behold  !  there  was  a  great  Earthquake  ! 
which  did  proclaim  theBufinefs  performed,  the  Sentence 
fulfilled*  and  the  mighty  Prifoner  releafed  :  And  it  was 
alfo  an  apt  fignal  of  his  miraculous  Victory*  proclaiming 
the  generous  and  mighty  Conqueror  then  riding  in  Tri- 
umph. Thus  witneffed  the  Holy  Ghoft  of  Him,  that 
He  wni  delivered  for  our  Offences  t  and  was  ratfed  again 
for  cur  jfuftificatio-n.  (1)  And  if  he  muftncceitarily  fuffcr 
Death  by  the  Sentence  of  Divine  Juitice  when  He  bore 
bur  Sins,  then  his  Refurrection  was  the  moft  certain 
Evidence  that  that  Sentence j  was  fully  anfwered,  for 
Why  elfe  was  the  Surety  releafed  ? 

*Thus  we  fee  the  molt  punctual  and  fatisfacWy  ful- 
filment of  this  great  Work  moll:  honourably  difcovered. 
On  this  grand  Occafion  the  obfequious  Earth  obeyed 
that  ancient  Command  ;  Tremble  thou  Earth  at  the  pre- 
fence  of  cfHE  LORD  :  at  the  prefence  of  THE  G02) 
of  Jacob,  (m)  And  the  favourite  Angels  of  God  came 
down  from  Heaven  to  attend  the  riflng  Mediator ;  their 
tLor-d  as  well  as  ours> 

III.  Let  us  realize  the  Unavoidable  Certainty  of  our 
own  Death,  and  of  the  Death  of  our  Friends  that  are 
hear  and  dear  to  us  :  And  feek  to  obtain  a  conilant  pre- 
parednefs  for  it  in  our  [alvts  and  in  them.  Did  Chnft 
tiye  ?  So  muft  we  too,  and  fo  mull:  all  that  belong  to 
us-  Therefore  whatfoever  thine  hand  finder  h  to  do3  do  it 
kvith  thy  might  :  For  there  is  no  work  nor  device,  n:r 
knowledge^  mr  wjfdqm in  the  Grave  whither  thou  gee/I,  (n) 

(&)  Mar,  xsviii.2.  (/jRomiv.  zy.  (ift}  Pfajcxiv.y.  f»Eccl.ix.  10. 
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To  dye  !  how  awful  a  thing  is  it  ?  And'  how  dreadful 
are  the  Things  that  follow  immediately  upon  it  ?  And 
alafs !  What  Will  become  of  us  if  when  we  come  to  our 
ownGrave  we  mifs  the  Favours  of  the  Redeemer  there  ? 
It  will  then  be  a  molt  dreadful  Prifon  to  ourBodies:  And 
what  will  be  the  agony  of  our  frighted  Souls  wander- 
ing in  the  unknown  abyfs  of  eternal  Wretchednefs  ! 
And  expofed  to  the  rag^  of  cruel  Devils,  their  woful 
Companions  and  fierce  Tormentors  ?  And  how  foon  all 
this  may  come  upon  us,  God  only  knows.  Let  us  be  fo 
wife  as  to  apply  our  fpeedy  and  folemn  Care  to  prevent 
it.  'therefore  (fays  Chriit;)  be  ye  alfo  ready,  for  in  fuch 
an  hour  as  ye  think  mt>  the  Son  of  man  comet h,  Mat.  24.44. 

And  tho'  it  is  not  in  our  own  power  to  effect  this  great 
Work  in  us,  yet  he  that  neglects  to  do  what  he  can  by 
way  of  'Prayer,  IVatchfulnefsfkc.  has  no  reafon  that  I  can 
iind  to  think  that  God  will  do  it  for  him.     'Phil.  2. 12,13. 

And  we  fhall  be  doubly  happy  in  the  Enjoyment  of 
them  that  are  near  to  us,  in  anyBonds,if  ourCare  of  their 
Souls  may  be  bleilcd  for  the  means  of  their  Converflon- 
Gen.  18.  19. 

IV.  Come  fee  the  Place  where  the  Lord  lay  .—  That . 
tho'  He  was  dead  and  buried,  yet  He  is  fifen  again.     And 
let  this  comfort  us  in  the  ailurance  of  our   own  Refur- 
redtion,  and  of  the  Rcfurreclion  of  our  dear  Ones  that 
have  died  in  the  Lord. 

With  v>hat  ardent  Pleafure  and  raptures  of  De- 
light and -Satisfaction  may  we,  under  our  Bereave- 
ments of  this  kind,  gratify,  comfort  and*  enliven 
our  mournful  and  feeble  Senfes,  as  well  as  our  Rea- 
fon, with  religious  Views  and  pious  Meditations  on 
the  certainty  of  our  feeing  thofe  very  Pcrfons  again  at 
the  Refurreclion  ?  The/  they  are  dead,  and  we  have 
buried  and  left  them  in  the  dark,  cold  and  rOtingGrave, 
yet  Chrift's  Prefence  is  with  them  there,  and  He  will 
furely  raife  them  up  at  the  lall  Day  ;  and  we  lhall  cer- 
tainly fre  them  then,  the  very  fame  Bodies  that  were 
lately  (odear  to  us  ;    And  we  mail  then  enjoy  excellent 

Society 
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Society  and  familiar  Communion  with  them  in  praifing 
God  for  ever,  if  they  and  we  are  fo  happy  -now  as  to 
have  a  part  in  the  Redeemer's  Favour. 

V.  Let  thefe  great  Doctrines  of  our  Religion  be  em- 
braced by  all  who  profefs  to  be  the  Folio wers  of  Chrift, 
to  check  their  excemve  Mourning  and  Sorrow  for  their 
dead  Friends. 

It  is  enough  and  too  much  for  the  Pagan  World  to  let 
loofe  their  Affections  at  fuch  Times,  and  indulge  the 
flowing  Difordersof  them.  And  if  we  do  fo  too,  what 
is  the  difference  between  us  ?  Chrifr  laid  to  his  Difci- 
ples,  — -  What  do  ye  more  than  others  ?  (o)  It  is  juftly 
expected  by  all  that  the  Servants  of  fuch  a  Mailer  mould 
be  better  than  others  :  And  they  will  be  fo  if  they  be- 
have according  to  the  light  and  Priviledges  they  enjoy, 
and  walk  under  the  Influence  and  glorious  Rays  of  the 
divine  Majefty  and  familiar  Goodnefs  of  their  great 
Lord  and  Mailer. 

If  we  lay  aiide  this  golden  Curb  and  give  our  wild 
Affections  their  unbounded  Liberty  on  thefe  melancholy 
Occafions,  what  do  we  do  with  this  Argument  of  un- 
fpeakable  Confolation  ;.  T'he  "Death  of  Chrift  for  us  ? 
Is  this  Nothing  with  us  ?  Truly  that  is  the  Language  of 
fuch  a  Conduct  !  But  we  mnft  govern  our  feives  other- 
wife  while  we  lay  hold  of  this  moft  pleafant  Favour  of 
as  it  were  feeing  and  feeling  the  happinefs  of  our  dead 
Friends;  and  honour  Chrift  by  the  Evidence  of  our  Be- 
haviour, that -this  Confolation  is  exceening  great  and 
precious  with  us,  and  takes  off  the  greater!  Burden  of 
that  Sorrow  that  would  otherwife  attend  us. 

VI.  Let  thefe  Things  comfort  us  as  Believers  on  Chrift 
under  the  Sorrows  of  Death  :  And  that  whether  it  be 
the  Death  of  any  Friend  or  Relative  which  we  have  bu- 
ried, for  whom  we  have  good  reafon  to  hope  that  they 
died  in  the  Lord  :  Or  whether  we  mourn  at  the  (orrovv- 
ful  Views  of  our  own  approachingDeath:  Or  the  Death 
of  our  dear  Ones  whom  we  yet  enjoy. 

0)  Mat.  v.  47,  This 


I 
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This  is  truly  a  Seafon  when  we  want  Comfort,  our 
weary  Heart  pants  after  it,  and  welL  it  may,  when  bur- 
dened with  heavy  Sorrow,  fuch  as  either  of  thefe  Cir- 
cumllances  clofely  applied  will  foon  load  us  with. 

To  carry  thofe,  our  Friends  and  Relatives  which  have  • 
been  dear  to  us  as  our  own  Eyes  and  as  our  own  Bowels, 
whom  we  delighted  in  and   depended  much   upon,  it 
may  be  too  much  ;  to  bear  fuch  away  to  the  Place  of  the 
Dead,  and  leave  them  there  in  the  lonely  dark  and  nar- 
row Grave  ;  Oh  1  that  forlorn  and  dreadful  State  !  To 
leave  our  tender  and  delicate  Ones  there,  whofe  Com- 
fort and  Satisfaction  it  was  ever  our  delight  to  purfue, 
and  a  fhort  abfence  from  them  we   could   fcarce  bear 
without  Impatience  ;  To  take  our  long  Farewell  of  them 
at  the  cold  and  roting  Grave  ;    Alafs !    it    is   enough  to 
lhake  the  Heart  of  the  ftoutefl:.     But  yet  if    we  a6fc  be- 
coming   the    Followers  of  Chrifr.    in  this  melancholy 
Work,  the  Doctrines  before  us  will  take  away  the  moft 
ftinging  part  of  thofeSorrows.     When  we  lay  ourFriends 
in  the  Grave,  and  think  how  that  Chrift  lay  there  before 
to  take  away  the  Darknefs  and  Horror  of  it  for  the  Elect, 
what  a  Turn  doth  this  give  to  our  Affections    ?    Truly 
our  Faith  muft  be  very  blind,  and  our  Relifh  for  fpirituai 
and  unfeen  Things  very  wTeak,  if  this  hath  not  a  mighty 
Influence  upon  us.     Methinks  it  is  enough  to  make  us 
almolt  envy  the  Happinefs  of  them  that  have  got  be- 
yond the  Cares  and  Troubles  of  this  World,  the  agonies 
of  Dying,  and  the  fears  of  Sinning  ;   and  their  Souls  are 
gone  to  be  with  Chrift  :  As  for  their  Body's  lying  in  the 
Grave,  what  is  that,  fince  Chrift  is  virtually  there  with 
them  by  his  Covenant  which  remains  with  their  dead 
Bodies,  and  He  will  watch  and  fecure  them,  tho'inthac 
dreadful  Place,    (p) 

Thefe  Things  invite  thofe  Mourners  that  fit  intheDuft 

to  arife  and  ling,  and  ihout  aloud  for  Joy,  becaufe  God 

hath  given  us  the  Victory  through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift. 

Let  us  fee  to  it  that  our  Peace  be  indeed  made  withGod, 

and  then  we  nee  d  not  fear  thcSorrows  of  our  ownDeath.f^j 

Q)  HoC  13.  14.    (?)  Pfal.  23.  4. 

And 
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And  how  Chrift-like  would  it  be  for  us  to  travail  fo 
Birth,  by  our  Prayers,  Inftrucliions,  &c.  with  them  that 
are  near  and  dear  to  us,  or  under  our  Care,  until  we  fee 
Chrift  formed  in  them  ?  Whereby  the  fame  Comforts 
may  ever  refrefh  us,  refpe&ing  both  them  and  our  felves 
too. 

Let  us  then  come  in  our  Mourning  Habit  unto  this 
bleifed  Fountain,on  GofpclTerms,  and  drink  to  the  nou- 
rimment  and  fatisfaction  of  our  Hearts. 

If  we  have  buried  either  a  tender  PARENT  whom 
we  loved,  honoured  and  depended  much  upon  ;  or  de- 
flreable  Children,  whofe  Death  was  like  the  tearing  a 
Limb  from  our  own  Body  :  Or  the  lovely  Husband  or 
Wife  of  our  Bofjm,  who  were  dear  like  our  own  Souls, 
and  the  Lofsof  them  breaks  in  upon  us  like  a  raging 
Torrent,  almoft  to  the  overwhelming  of  our  Spirits. 

Or  if  our  moved  Affections  do  moft  tenderly  fympathize 
with  our  beloved  Oneswhom  we  yet  enjoy,  becaufe  they 
are  mortal,  and  it  may  be  infirm  or  aged,  and  we  are 
often  trembling  for  fear  of  their  Death. 

Or   do   our   confiderate    Minds    draw   a    dark   Veil 
over  thefe  Enjoyments  of  Time  and  Senfe,    and  look 
familiarly  upon  the  fwiftly  approaching  Agonies  of  our 
own  Dying  ;  the  Fainting  of  our  Spirits,  Clofing  of  our 
Eyes,  Nailing  up  our  Bodies  in   the  fable  Cheft,  and 
Burying  them  in  the  difmal  Grave  ?  And  the  moft  dread- 
ful Accent  of  all  is,  our  Soul  mull:  then  give  a  Leap  into 
the  World  of  Spirits  !     An  unknown  Eternity  !  Oh  !  the 
Terrors  of  that  dreadful  Time  !      But   it    mull:  come  ! 
It  will  furely  overtake  us  all  :    Yet  in  them  all,  we  mail 
fee  that  the  great  difficulty  of   Death  and  the  Grave  is 
conquered  by  Chrift,  and   we  are   allured    of  it,    Hof. 
13-.  1 4.  I  will'  ranfom  them  from  the  Tower  of  the  Grave  : 
I  will  redeem  them  from   Death.      0   Death  I  will   be 

thy  "Plagues  :    0  Grave    I  will  be  thy  DeJlruBion. 

Or ;  O  Death,  where  are  thy  Plagues  ?  O  Grave,  where 
is  thy  Destruction-  Thus  we  have  divinely  prepared  for 
us  and  put  into  our  Mouth  a  Triumphant  Song,  —  %)eatfr 
is /wallowed  up  in  ViElory  O  Death,  where  is  thy  Stin%  ? 
O  Grave,  where  is  thy  VtSory  ?    1  Cor.  15.  44*  £§• 

ANB 
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AND  now  let  thefe  Things  be  imbraced^by  the  many 
forrowful  bereaved  Ones  in  this  A  {Terribly.  The  very 
great  Mortality  that  hath  lately  befallen  fo  many  of 
your  Families,  has  exceedingly  multiplied  the  Mourners 
in  this  Place.  And  I  pray  God  of  His  infinite  Grace 
fulfill  to  you  all  the  Promifes  which  He  has  made  to  the 
bereaved  Mourners  when  they  trull  in  Him.  And  Oh 
that  the  Things  now  preached  of  the  unfpeakable 
Bleffings  of  drift's  Death  and  Refurre&ion,  may  be 
applied  to  you  all  by  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God,  who  is 
the  great  Comforter- 

And  I  would  particularly  apply  them  for  the  Comfort 
of  the  very  mournful  Relatives  of  the  truly  valuable 
and  lately  departed  Confort  of  the  Reverend  Pallor  of 
this  Church- 

ft  is  not  from  any  laboured  Preparation  or  previous 

Defire  that  I  attempt—  as  in  the  following  Lines  

But  being  occafionally  here  this  Day  for  the  help  of  my 
I  bereaved  Father  in    the   Mini/try,  I  have  enter'd  into 
|this  confolatory  Subject ;  and  am  unea.fy  to  difmifs  it  un- 
Ktil  I  have,  tho'  in  very  brief,  humbly  adJrefled  the  Ap- 
plication of  it,    with  refpcct  to  her,  who  by    her    pru- 
dent, virtuous,  and  pious  Converfation  among  us,  hath 
conftantly    approved  her   felf  a   very  valuable  Mother 
in  Ifrael,  and  whofe  Death  fo  lately  --  purs  a  moil  grie- 
vous   accent  upon  the  Mourning  of  this  Day-     And  in 
fpeaking  of  her,  I  mull  in  Juftice  have  a  due  Regard  to 
?her  fhining  virtues  by  mentioning  fome  of  them  ;  efpe- 

;  daily  when  I  remember  that  Divine  Rule  (r) But 

the  Woman  that  fear eth  the  Lord,  Jbe  Jhall  he  praifed  — - 
It  is  but  the  jufl  due  of  fuch  an  one  that  ths  Praifes  of 
her  virtuous  Life  fhould  imbalm  her  precious  Memory 
when  fhe  is  dead.  And  I  will  do  it  alfo  to  befpeak  in. 
the  living  a  careful  imitation  of  her  wherein  fne  follow- 
ed drift. 


(0  Prov,  31,  30, 
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She  was  early  and  always  truly  valuable.  Her  Stock 
and  Defcent  was  honourable  both  by  Father  and  Mo- 
ther, (n)  And  fuch  as  knew  her  from  the  Beginning  of 
her  Years,  do  witnefs  of  the  ferious  Piety  and  religious 
Conversation  that  adorned  her  early  Youth  :  And  the 
favour  of  a  prudent,  generous  and  religious  Life  was  fla- 
grant in  her  all  her  Days :  fhe  ever  fhone  very  brightly 
among  the  Daughters  that  have  done  virtuoufly. 

My  acquaintance  with  her  was  long  fince  God  was 
pleated  to  fix  her  in  the  really  very  difficult  and  com- 
monly very  maligned  Station  of  a  fecond  Wife  to  him 
who  had  a  Family  of  fmall  Children  by  a  former. 
[In  her  alfo  he  had  been  notably  bleiTed  with  an  happy 
Confort  who  was  honourably  defcended  by  both  Pa- 
rents (o)  And  her  Memory  is  preferved  by  thofe  that 
knew  her,  as  of  a  very  virtuous,  pleafant  and  religi- 
ous as  well  as  prudent  and  defireable  Wife.  J 
And  yet  how  often  have  I  heard  her  criticalObfervers  re- 
mark with  wonder,  the  greatPrudence,Fidelky  &  Care  of 
the  whole  Circle' of  her  Converfation  towards  them  that 
were  not  her  own  Children  ?  Her  great Tendernefs  of' 
them,  unwearied  Care  and  Diligence  both  in  doing  for 

(?z)  She  was  a  Daughter  of  the  late  honourable  Nathaniel 
Coddington,  Efq;  of  Newport  on  Rkede-Jjland,  a  Member  of 
the  Council  m  that  Province  :  And  her  Mother  was  Mrs. 
Sufannah  Hutclinfcn,  Sifter  of  the  late  honourable  EVJha 
Htitchinfcny  Efq;  of  fiofion. 
[p)  She  was  Daughter  of  the  late  Reverend  Mr.  Peter  Tbacher, 
Pallor  of  Adtftpn,  whole  Praife  is  in  the  Churches.  And 
her  Mother  was  Mrs.  Theodora  Oxenhridge,  Daughter  of  the 
late  Reverend  Mr.  John  Qxenbridge,  Paftor  of  true  firftGhurch 
in  Bcjion.  She  was  born  March  7.  1682,3,  and  dyed  Febr. 
10.  171 5-16.  Having  earneftiy  recommended  to  her  mourn- 
ful Confort  Mrs.  Ann  Coddington,  whom,  from  her  own  Ac- 
quaintance with  her,  me  prudently  chofe  for  the  Mother 
of  her  Children,  as  well  as  the  Wife  of  her  Husband.  And 
great  were  the  Favours  of  Providence  in  fo  happily  anfwer- 
ing  the  affectionate  Defires  and  longing  Expectations  of 
[       jstoat  excellent  ieparting  Sain^ 

them 


theu„^n  Youncand  in  ProV' ith  what  might  be  ex- 

peae5orh«oWnm8Jlefty    that   adorned  h«   God  y 
ofthrt  jjftice  andLaW  0f  Kindnefs  that  w* ?  £ F  » 
Mind,  an.  of  tW  ^y  Heart     She  wa. .  v«yo  ten  ob 
graven  on  \£rM<5    natelv  to  feek  the   A°vanta^Lnce 
ferved  moft  affe6      *  f  htr  Family  ;  a  R"?.,1^* 
Happinefs  of «,«     '&  thjs  her  *"»rfeWf 
of  conjugal  Virtue     that  kneW   her  5    and ^^ 
precious    with  thei   he  Reward  of  the  virtuous  v>m 
courfe  injoy  much  of  ^ ^ofe  *<*  children  *»f*f"» 

faithful  and  condefcendir,  Diligence  and  Mcrai°"'  n 
naged  with  great  Fid  '£visband  trufted  in  her,  ana 
that  the  Heart  of  fe  %a  to  him,  and  her  *nc 
was  an  honourable*  Cro  J  /       tc^ 

above  Rubies.  ,  Hi  -i^fc  jgfr* 

en     «t\0  ft  "^  ^  x  nd  ^ct 

She   had   an   excellent  1       ^° aparfs  ol  *    ^u0a^ 
chearfully  to  prefent  Duty,  furii.  n   that  ^e    a"JAa^v 

Evils  that  might  often  attend  many         v  u^com^    *  tfbt* 
very  Motherly  difpofition  towards  ai.  V^  ^  tUe^V 

her  Care,  did  conftandy  appear  in    an  x  a?  0{tet\  °  ^ 

ner.     She  plainly  fought  the  univerfal  Hat         vo       "    ^a 
Family  in  all  it's  Relations  and  Interefts, 
very  beautifully  avoided  the  ordinary  flips 
ferved  in    fecond  Wives  :  With    what  Tenderti 
Honour  did   fhe  ever  fpeak  of  the    Gentlewoman 
fucceeded  ?  - — -  And  1  mention  thefe  things  as  well  to 
incourage  Domeftic  Virtues  in  the  Living  ;  as  to  record 
the  great  Excellency  of  the  Dead  ;  For   however  they 
may  ;be  often  overlook' d   ;  It  is   certain   that  Domeftic 
Virtues  are,   next  to  vital  Piety,  the  moft  beautiful  Or- 
nament in  this  World.     A  Converfation  tending  toEafe, 
Peace  and  Happynefs  at  Home,   How  profitable  J  How 
excellent    is  it  /  When  fine   fhowie   Complafance  and 
generous  Behaviour    abroad       t  hout  juftice,Care  and 
Kindnefs  at  home  make  but  tt  Poor  Rattle  :  And  the 
D  z  mors 
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«*»  as  £f  s  «*s*  sh%Di^S m 

tike   the   ChprL  '     r    ths<-efcreU;ch  a  Name/ Envy 

Coiiducl 'fa rSfr  ^  °f Jhy  Psrfont   a  s°(AUle  f° 
'"  rh-lr  «wn  Houfc.  rem  th/ordinary 

made  LrToT  ***  ,&™  M*>  ?"&?  7^  Und'T- 

admired  bv  L  Agftady  belov«   %he'  Beh*VK,"r 

^  uer  Acquaintance-         J!  we**  as  conftantly 

»AdeeS",ths  C°Urfe  Of  V    ■  , 

Something  m0reWf-h  *?WJ  Convention,  with 
chfcernmo-  ^-.j  .  t,ee>  ope,chat  were    familiar  with 

*w   often  fo?,n^prudent  in   M&snd   honeir,  and  more 

*>r;"ble  T  ^  '"   a°y  —  ft??  than  is  thouSht  to 

SS  maCdede"rCy  ft*  C™°  ^Pth'    Wifd°™  and 

*  ^vnc-nt^       ,  ^ ?  r^em.     unfcis  were  admired    by 
^X  *ou5  aw  iirm.    .le?  Anaf  her  Frkndihip  was 


a 


/^P^tf  *J?       Vv/^'n  Ch;'>  the  brighten:  Lines  of  her  eh 
e^  Wq      Y'^wd  Os  her  great  Piety  :  Th,e  Practice  of 


^  # — — —— * ilch  fsemed  to  grow  up  with  her  from 

jp5^  <>J/epCohf  w?-   y  much  her  Bufincfs  always,  and  in  thac 
CoddhigtojQVtd  very  brightly, 
the  Cour 

Sufan&x\  the  Sovereign  Difpofer  to  afngh.  her  an  irt- 

f  Stofiitution  of   Body,  as  to  Health,    which  great 

minion   feemed  to    be  always  happily    fan&ified  and 

"mproved  in    her    pious   Refignation   and    Devotion  to 

God.     The  deep  Humility  of  her  Soul    in   the  whole 

ICourfe  of  her  Behaviour,  and  her  patient  Submiffion  to 

a)l   the  Allotments  of  divine  Providence,  which  were 

not  jovous    but  grievous  do    abundantly    proclaim  her 

good  Same  aow  fee  k  dead  ;    2nd  with  her  other  Vir* 

lues  urgently  invite  the  imitation  of  the  Living. 

Such  ftie  was  while  'pelir.  ,§  :  And  it  pleafid  the  in- 
finite pjfpofsr   cf    all   ifef   Enjoyments  to  take  her 

away 


»"'«'>" 


'ay  by 
ofh 

Efforts  of  h-   f 
•wsnt    •    i'd,8nce  »6? 

,tfea;me''trtafftt  ?>oth 

&.*  ***&*&. 4 

to  obtain  r0n  j 
fee  to  it  tha^,^^D;X 
we  may  appear  lu7^  °<rQ}r 
C  ^nftantly  attendin^or/^j 

Let  the  Holinefsof.our  Life  Vv 

Chrift.  i  Cor.  7.  1.  Having  th"-°foi. 
ly  beloved,  let  us  cleanfe  our  fehss  v 
the  flefi  and/pint,  perfefijjjg ritiipefs 


mmmm. 


F  1  i 


■ 


/&      Of  the  Evidence  of  n  *~      U  '^V^ 

more  human  beneficent      mimfT^^'^tKm^'  ^u- 

Juftice  affecTrionate  KindnlP^"^:         oX  in 

one's  own  Houfe  will  bu         «{\ir.l£     °  X 

itfelf  can'r  fully.     And   tl  ^-el 

take   the  Character  of  an. 

Conduct  in  their  own  Hov  \ 


*-j 


And  the  ektenfi've  Neighbou, 
fembled  Freedom   and   great  M.Curfe 
made   her    to   be  greatly  belovu 
admired  by  her  Acquaintance- 
There  was  in  the  Courfe  of  I^v> 
all,  and  eminently  with   thofe     .  ,eS 
her  fomething  more   free,  ope/SI^ 
difeeming  and   prudent  in    M^ 
\     ht   often   found  in    any  — ■  T 

/o/;»abie  Tendency  of  her  CoJ,    tet^ 
%'i^Wriade  ufe  ofthemv   ^  vV 

"■>  ^%^gs  ar^  iirm.    ie?  0  ftf» 

a  4£rlm*fs  wffi  chs  the    kw6 

™  ai--— -lich  fcemedt^^t 

'   &»g*>£ved  very  bngr 
theCour  .  ,        V 

Hr-ftitution  of  >  ^    J? 

^d  K-   S     -7  gaftly  Death, 
^proved  m^r^.      ^S,^ 

God.      l;»f  de«p.flv;n:    ^rrow   Grave, 

all  the  Allotments  ot  .c 

-         -  o-  hut   grievous   -.  TT 

not  10V0US    L'Ut    £•'       .      i\   i  J. 


iucs  urgent^  »*K*  *r  H 
Such  five  waS  while 


